South Lancashire Fisheries Advisory Committee 15th October, 1975. by unknown
North West 
Water Authority 
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321 
1. Election of Chairman. 
2. Apologies for absence. 
3. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated). 
4. Possible Angling Venues for the North West Disabled and 
Handicapped Anglers' Association. 
5. Water Resources Development for the Post 1981 Period: 
Planning Study. 
6. Report by Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities. 
7. Land Drainage Representation on Local Fisheries Advisory 
Committees. 
8. Fishery Byelaws - Proposed New cid#; 
9. Pishing Licence 
lo. Any Other Business. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
15TH OCTOBER, 1975 
POSSIBLE ANGLING VENUES FOR THE NORTH WEST 
DISABLED AND HANDICAPPED ANGLERS ASSOCIATION 
1. Mr. T. A. Blackledge, a member of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee, attended the National Conference for Disabled 
and Handicapped Anglers held at the Fishmongers' Hall, London, on 
9th July, 1975, and reported on the success of the Conference to 
the Regional Committee on 21st July, 1975. 
The Committee resolved that the Local Committees be asked to 
consider whether any waters within their respective areas might 
be suitable for the use of disabled and handicapped anglers. 
2. The General Secretary of the Association, Mr. Les Curran,of 
50 Kenilworth Drive, Hindley Green, Wigan, has now written inform-
ing the Authority that at the present time his members are limited 
to fishing on canals and he would welcome the Authority's 
assistance and guidance in seeking suitable fishing on lakes and 
rivers. 
3. Although pursuing enquiries the Regional Fisheries Officer is 
not aware of any suitable waters in the ownership of the Authority 
and the Committee are invited to consider this request with a view 
to asking their association with suitable waters to consider 
offering a date or dates to the General Secretary of the North 
West Disabled and Handicapped Anglers' Association. 
4. The following points ought to be borne in mind should this 
request be considered by the Associations:-
1. A car park should be close to the fishing. 
2. For wheelchair anglers it is important that 
the access road from car park to waterside is 
firm and safe and that the bank is level with-
out a slope in either direction. 
3. The provision of a safety rail or ridge for 
wheelchairs would be helpful. 
4. An excess of overhanging- vegetation could 
make fishing difficult. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
15TH OCTOBER, 1975 
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT FOR THE 
POST 1981 PERIOD: PLANNING STUDY 
In October, 1974, the Policy and Resources Committee received 
a report on the work required in investigating and planning for 
water resources development to provide for the needs of the Region 
beyond 1981. 
The Authority approved the recommendation of the Committee 
that the investigations and process of planning for water resources 
development to provide for the needs of the Region post 1981 be 
pursued as vigorously as practicable.• 
The alternative programmes of resources development to meet 
the expected deficits likely to arise in the early 1980's are being 
appraised at the present time. The various schemes being considered 
in this appraisal were all mentioned in the report of the Water 
Resources Board on "Water Resources in England and Wales". 
As part of this appraisal, it is essential that advice on the 
fishery implications of alternative water resource developments now 
under consideration should be obtained. To take advantage of the 
consultative and advisory arrangements provided by the establishment 
of the Fisheries Advisory Committees, it is suggested that each 
Local Committee concerned should establish an informal group for 
this purpose consisting of the Chairman of the Committee and one or 
two other members plus a similar number of representatives of . 
'appropriate fishery associations who, in conjunction with officers 
of" the Authority, would advise on the implications of the relevant 
schemes. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
15TH OCTOBER, 1975 
REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES 
1. Coarse Fish Salvage and Stocking 
Roadside Pool at Sawley was electrofished for the Yorkshire 
Fly Fishers Association and approximately forty eels removed. A 
pond near Warrington was also netted to remove fish from an area 
contaminated by caustic soda spilt, as a result of a train derail-
ment, about 150 assorted coarse fish being transferred to an 
adjacent pool. 
2. Poaching 
Despite the long period of low flows poaching has generally 
been lighter this year on the Ribble, This is thought to be due 
to the lack of fish in the Ribble and Eodder during the year. 
The Bailiffs have made strenuous efforts, with a great deal of 
night patrols being carried.out and almost apprehended poaching 
gangs on a number of occasions. ' 
3. Fisheries Management 
Once again severe problems have been experienced at Langcliffe 
Hatchery. Of the 100,000 fry placed in the circular tanks from the 
oblong tanks, 80,000 died between 6th and 14th April, 1975. The 
remaining 20,000 fry were planted out as a matter* of urgency.. • 
Samples of the fry were sent to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food Fish Diseases Laboratory at Weymouth, but they were unable to 
identify the cause of death. Unfortunately, the recording instru-
ments were out of action at the time of the mortality. 
Five thousand fry from Middleton Hatchery were place in two 
tanks at Langcliffe on 29th May in order to test the conditions which 
caused this mortality. Despite water temperatures which, d\iring the 
hot weather exceeded 20°C these fish survived with very low mortali--
. ties and grew well.. They were planted out on 13th August, 1975, when 
the Mill Lodge was drained for repairs» 
Further modifications are still necessary at Langcliffe to -
comply with the new safety regulations and it. is hoped that these 
can be carried out in the next few months. The recording instru-
ments which were in use have now been returned to their respective 
owners for their own use. 
4. Fish Mortalities 
Date Water 
4. 4.75 Pendleton Brook 6 Brown Trout Cause Unknown 
15. 4.75 Standish Bleach 
Company Lodge 
500+ Roach, Rudd, Bacterial 
Gudgeon Haemorrhagic 
Septicemia 
Date Water 
26. 4.75 Pendleton Brook 118 Brown Trout 
12 Stone Loach 
Cause Unknown 
14. 5.75 
8. 6.75 
Leeds/Liverpool 
Canal, Appley 
Bridge 
River Ribble 
Sawley Area 
10 Roach 
180 Brown Trout 
and Parr 
Bacterial 
Haemorrhagic 
Septicemia 
Oxygen super-
saturation due 
to heavy weed 
growths 
11. 6.75 River Ribble 
Sawley Area 
15. 6.75 River Calder, 
Trawden Beck 
46 Salmon and 
Brown Trout 
3,000+ Brown 
Trout Bullheads, 
etc. 
Oxygen super-
saturation due 
to heavy weed 
growths 
Sulphuric Acid 
Spillage 
14. 7.75 Rivers Ribble 
and Calder 
25. 7.75 
11. 8.75 
Park Beck 
Nr. Blackburn 
River Crossens 
Pumping Station 
173+ Salmon 
314+ Sea Trout 
300+ Brown Trout 
Approx. 30 Chub, 
Roach, etc. 
1,000+ Minnows 
a few Eels, Chub, 
Dace, Stone Loach 
1,000+ Coarse Fish 
fry 
100 Approx. Perch, 
Roach, Bream, 
Pike 
Premature storm 
water overflow 
discharges, 
Calder Valley 
Silage Liquor 
Low Dissolved 
Oxygen caused by 
cut weed collect-
ing at pumping 
station 
5. 9.75 Leeds/Liverpool 4+ Roach 
Canal, Wigan 
12. 9,. 75 River Crossens at 15+ Bream 
Pumping Station 
Make-up water 
from Douglas 
Low Dissolved 
Oxygen caused by 
pumping stiring 
bottom mud 
15. 9.75 Landgate Lodge, 
Ashton-in-
Makerfield 
100+ Roach Not known 
Migratory Fish Runs 
The tables below show the runs of fish through the monitoring 
stations on the Ribble and Hodder. 
Waddow Hall (River Ribble) 
Monthly Cumulative 
Total Total 
April 34 34 
May .. .. 226 260 
June -29 289 
July 0 289 
August 28 317 
Locks Weir (River Ribble) 
July . . . . . . . . . . 0 8 
August (to 25th) .. .. .. 0 8 
Winckley Hall (River Hodder) 
May . . .. 155 155 
June . . .. 95 250 
July .. .. . . . . .. 7 257 
August .. 9 266 
Biological Work 
A Biological survey of Colne Water has been carried out to 
assess the recovery of invertebrate fish food organisms after the 
serious pollution by sulphuric acid. Recovery and recolonisation 
by invertebrates was found to be swift and the Colne Angling 
Association has been advised accordingly. 
An elctro-fishing and netting survey of the Lancaster Canal 
has been started, nine sites spaced out along the canal being 
samples by electro-fishing methods. Biological work generally 
has been severely restricted by staff shortages and many projects 
have had to be temporarily shelved. 
This report is purely for information and to provide members with 
an up-to-date picture of developments in this matter. 
1. The Constitution of the Local Land Drainage Advisory Committees 
provides for one member to represent fisheries interests, on each of 
the Lancashire and Mersey & Weaver Committees, and two members for 
those interests on the Cumberland Committee. 
The members representing fisheries interests on the Local Land 
Drainage Advisory Committees until the 1976 Annual Meeting of the 
Regional Land Drainage Committee are: — 
Cumberland Land Drainage- Advisory Committee - E. P. Ecroyd 
W. F. Hobson 
Lancashire Land Drainage Advisory Committee - J. H. Fell-
Mersey & Weaver Land Drainage Advisory 
' . Committee ' - P. W. Jennings 
2. During 1974-75 members of the Cumberland and Lancashire Land 
Drainage Advisory Committees expressed the view that this represen-
tation was proving extremely useful and that a reciprocal arrangement 
for the representation of land drainage interests on the five Local 
Fisheries Advisory Committees could prove equally advantageous. 
3. . At the invitation of the Regional Land Drainage Committee ' the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee on 6th January, 1975, recom-
mended that the proposal be approved in principle but any action 
be deferred pending consideration of the Authority's Committee 
structure for 1975-76. 
4. At their meeting held on 21st July, 1975, the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee resolved that the Regional Land Drainage Committee 
be invited to nominate one member to represent land drainage interests 
on each of the five Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
5. At their meeting held on 11th September, 1975, the Regional Land 
Drainage Committee resolved that nominations be sought as follows:-
Land Drainage Fisheries Advisory 
Advisory Committee Committee on which 
to make Nomination (s) Nominee will serve 
Cumberland South & West Cumberland 
Eden & District 
Lancashire Lune, Wyre & Fumess 
South Lancashire 
Mersey & Weaver Mersey & Weaver 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
15TH OCTOBER, 1975 
AND DRAINAGE REPRESENTATION ON 
LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
The Local Land Drainage Advisory Committees next meet in 
November of this year and their nominees will be invited to 
attend the January meetings of the Local Fisheries Advisory 
Committees. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
15TH OCTOBER, 1975 
FISHERY BYELAWS - PROPOSED NEW CODE 
1. At the last meeting of the Committee held on 7th May, 1975, 
and the invitation of the Regional Committee, consideration was 
given to the. proposed new code of fishery byelaws prepared by a 
working party of officers. 
2. Observations were submitted to the Regional Committee for 
the amendment of the following proposals:-
5. Annual Close Season for Freshwater Fish. 
15. Prohibition of taking undersized Fish. 
18. Prohibition of Use of Gaff, Hand Lines, 
or other Means or Modes of Fishing. 
22. Returns of Net and Rod Catches. 
It was unanimously agreed "that regulations should be intro-
duced in respect of keep nets. 
3. At the meeting of the Regional Committee held on 
21st July, 1975, the final draft, incorporating the amendments 
proposed by this Committee to Nos. 15, 18 and 22 was approved 
for submission to the Water Management Committee, to whom the 
Authority had delegated their powers for this purpose. 
4. Insofar as the observations on byelaw 5 were concerned it 
was agreed that anglers should be permitted to fish for eels with 
rod and line during the Annual Close Season for Freshwater Fish, 
but no action was taken on the proposal that the angler should 
require a game licence. 
5. The Water Management Committee on 28th July, 1975, approved 
the proposals subject to:-
(1) Any drafting amendments suggested by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 
(2) Provision being made for the ancient netting 
rights on the River. Eden at Carlisle. 
The Director of Administration was authorised to advertise 
the proposals as required by the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries' 
Act, 1972, and submit them to the Minister for confirmation. 
6. Difficulty is being experienced at the present time in 
establishing the boundaries of the ancient netting rights on the 
River Eden but as soon as these are established, appropriate 
provisions will be made in the byelaws and the proposals advertised. 
A further progress report will be submitted to the next meeting of 
the Committee. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
15TH OCTOBER, 1975 
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES 
The Committee were asked for their comments on the proposed 
new structure and scale of licence duties at the meeting held on 
22nd January, 1975, and the following observations were submitted 
to the Regional Committee:-
(1) That a seven day rod and line licence for 
fishing for freshwater fish and eels be 
included .in the structure; 
(2) That the licensing provisions for all 
classes of fish apply to all waters in 
the region and the Lcincashire River Board 
(Freshwater Fisheries) Order, 1952, be 
rescinded. 
The Regional Committee at the meeting held on 24th February, 
1975, made the following recommendations on these observations 
That the proposal at 1(1) above be approved 
and incorporated in the new structure; 
That application be made to the Minister 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (a) 
for the Lancashire River Board (Freshwater 
Fisheries) Order, 1952, to be revoked and 
(b) for the exemption, under Section 6(2) for 
Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1972, 
from the licensing system in respect of 
freshwater fishing in canals and enclosed 
waters throughout the region. 
At their meeting held on 10th March, 1975, the Policy and 
Resources Committee were invited to recommend the Authority to 
approve the new structure and scale of licence duties as finalised 
by the Regional Committee, but the proposals were referred back 
for further consideration. 
Although all the proposals were referred back the Policy 
and Resources Committee were specifically concerned with the 
recommendation contained in Paragraph 2(1) above. 
Representations had also been received regarding the desira-
bility of introducing a freshwater fishing licence for the Mersey 
and Weaver area at a reduced duty in view of the condition of the 
fisheries in that area. 
At their meeting held on 12th May, 1975, the Regional 
Committee amended the proposals as follows 
(1) That freshwater fish licensing provisions 
apply to all waters save enclosed ponds or 
lakes not connected or communicating with 
any river and not exceeding 1 hectare 
(2.47 acres) in surface area. 
(2) The introduction of a Part Area Licence 
for Freshwater Pish and Eels in the area 
of the former. Mersey and Weaver Authority 
(not required by the holder of the regional 
licence) at a duty of 50p, with the same 
proportion of reduction for Juniors and 
Old Age Pensioners as apply to the Regional 
Licences, subject to this Part Area Licence 
lapsing after a period of three years from 
its introduction. 
(3) That .in the event of a review of licences 
before the end of the three year period, 
the part area licence be reviewed accord-
ing to the circumstances prevailing at the 
time. 
The proposals as amended were endorsed by the Policy and 
Resources Committee and approved and adopted by the Authority 
at the Annual Meeting held on 23rd June, 1975. 
The intentions of the Authority were given wide publicity 
in the press during the first week of August and application has 
been made to the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food for 
confirmation of the proposals, a copy of which, is attached hereto 
as an Appendix. 
APPENDIX 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SALMON AND FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT, 1972 
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES 
Notice is hereby given that it is the intention of the North West 
Water Authority to apply to the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food one month from this date for approval to the following new schedule 
of net, fixed engine and rod licence duties, which if approved will 
replace the existing duties applying within the area. 
ROD AND LIME (WHOLE AREA) 
Salmon and Migratory Trout 
Season .. .. . .. .. . . . . 12.00 
* Part Season to 31st May .. .. .. .. .. .. 6.00 
* Part Season from 1st June .. .. .. .. .. .. 7.00 
Season Junior (14-16 years inclusive and man aged 65 
or over and woman aged 60 or over) .. .. .. .. 5.00 
* Part Season Junior to 31st May (14-16 years inclusive 
and man. aged 65 or over and woman aged 60 or over) .. 2.50 
* Part Secison Junior from 1st June (14-16 years inclusive 
and man aged 65 or over and woman aged 60 or over) ... 3.00 
7 Days .. .. .. 2.00 
A licence marked * will entitle the holder to fish for eels, 
and for non-migratory trout (brown, rainbow and char) and, 
freshwater fish for the whole of the- respective seasons. 
Non-Migratory Trout (Brown, Rainbow and Char) 
Season . . .. .. .. 2.00 
Season Junior (14-16 years inclusive and man aged 65 
or over and woman aged 60 or over) .. .. .. .. 1.00 
7 Days .. 0.50 
Freshwater Fishand Eels 
Season .. .. .. .. . . 1.00 
Season Junior (1.4-16 years inclusive and man aged 65 
or over and woman aged 60 or over) .. 0.50 
7 Days .. .. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. .. 0.25 
NETS (AREA WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF 
THE FORMER LANCASHIRE RIVER AUTHORITY 
£ 
River Ribble Drift, Hang or Whammel Net 
(Not exceeding when wet 140 metres in length) .. .. 40.00 
River Lune, Drift, Hang or Whammel Net 
(Not exceeding when wet 300 metres in length) .. .. 80.00 
River Lune Draw, Draft or Seine Net 
(Not exceeding when wet 185 metres in length) .. .. 70.00 
River Duddon Draw, Draft or Seine Net 
(Not exceeding when wet 185 metres in iength) .. .. 55.00 
River Lune Heave or Haaf Net . . . . .. .. .. 30.00 
River Kent Lave Net .. .. .. 30.00 
River Leven Lave Net .. ... .. .. 25.00 
Objections to the above proposals may be made in writing to 
the Secretary of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 
Great Westminster Housa, Horseferry Road, London, SW1P 2AE, during 
the month immediately following the publication of this notice. 
R. E. WOODWARD, 
Director of Administration. 
1st August, 1975. 
Dawson House, 
Great Sankey, 
Warrington. 
